Name Teacher Date

2.1 Assessing Comparing Animals, Plants,
and Decomposers

This worksheet should be part of a brainstorming and elicitation session leading toward
consensus: the initial goal is to get students to express a wide range of ideas, even if they are
incorrect.

Level 4 responses are in bold blue italics on the Venn diagram on the next page. The goal of
the class discussion is to help students achieve consensus about the seven numbered
characteristics in the left-hand box below. These are the characteristics that they will learn to
explain during this unit.

Use the Venn diagram below to show your ideas about what characteristics different organisms
share. (For example, characteristics that all organisms share would go in the center, while
characteristics that only plants have would go in the outside part of the Plants circle.)

Try putting the numbers of these Think of your own characteristics, list them
characteristics on the diagram below, and put their letters on the diagram

1. They grow A. Students may suggest many possible

2. They need light characteristics. Note when they are

3. They move successful in naming characteristics that fit on
4. They need and use energy the Venn diagram—characteristics that in fact

5. They move and change matter fit all plants, animals, and/or decomposers

6. They are made of cells

7. They need to consume food

See Level 4 locations of characteristics on the next page.
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